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air war events in the Balkannfﬂernan and American source
material was used in order to give maximum coverage to

the survey, Insofar as data were available, details ean—.
gerning the commitment of German antiaircraft artillery

and the effect of air bombardments were included in the
narrative, 45 a result the uniformity of the description

is boiag—di;;t;;ﬁkm On the other hand, these data nirve

the pﬂgpoie of conveying an idea of the direct results
obtained in connection with the effectiveness of the Ger-
man antiaireraft artillery aside from its indireet, repelling

effect as well as of the extent of personnel and materiel

losses suffered from the effect of bombs.

The sketches belonging to Volume IV are contained in
Appendix Volume IV,

4, Seuree Materlal for Velume IV,

The most important source for the deseription of events
. were the remaining archives of the former military history
¥ranch of the Luftwaffe, This material consisted mainly of
intelligence information and reports of the ILuftwaffe High

=

e N

Command, the Air Reich, and the Corps
Headquarters I Fighter Corps. These remaining archives of
the former military historical branch of the ILuftwaffe can

be considered as semi-official sources,

—
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In addition, the incomplebe data contained in the documents

of the former Military Science Branch of the Luftwaffe include the fol-

lowing figure for the Agmerican losses of aircraft over the Reich's

TEricoomy

territory due to antiaircraft o artillery in JYune 1944:

83 aircraft defirmitely shot down by entisircraft artillery,

. : Conseqently, the total American losses over the Reich's territory

B B A1 B 8
in June 1944 amounted to:

Losses due fo fighter aireraft : 179 aireraft, whiech is 1,5 %
& 2 L T

Losses due to antiaireraft .artillery: 83 aircraft, which is 0,7 § #

——

Total losses: 262 aircraft, which is 2,2 ¢

. ———— —_—

Note: * Incomplete data.
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Eneny Losses: 9 aircraft definitely shot down
v 7 v 3

_———————

4 aireraft probably shot down.

In addition, the following aircrait were shot down by

antisireraft artillery:

8 giveraft definitely shot down,

3 alreraft probably shot down.

Total losses:

R e —

17 aireraft definmitely shot down,

7 aircraft probably shol down.

Losses of Friendly Forces:

Q aireraft destroyed,

7 aircraft damaged.

Losses of pergonnel: 14 killed,

& wounded,

1 missing.

Weather Conditions: Several thin layers of clouds in the target area.

Special Information: During the American alr atiack on 13 June 1944,

parchment foils each with 4 to 5 attached aluminium strips 2 mm wide
were dropped from the bomber alrcraft to jam the German radar equip-

ment,
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L) American Attacks on 0il fefineries, Industrial Installations,

ard the Transportation System in the Area of Vienna dn 16 June 1944

(8ee sketch: home air defense, mipplement 2311)

Eneny Bffori:

—_——

Cil refineries, installations of the industry as well as
of the transportation system were the targets of 550 to LOO Fortress
and Liberator aircraft intruding from the Amerigan 2ir base in Italy.

Strong fighter forces escorted the bomber aireraft into/the target

Time of Attack: 10:30 to 11:12 hours.

Results of the Attacl: Medium damage in the ¢il refineries,

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps:

The following aireraft were employed: 166 single-engine and twin-engine

-

fighter aireraft of the 7th and 8th Fighter Di-

visions, of the Fighter Commander Silesia and

of the Hungarian Fighter Group, 108 aircraft

engaged in combat,

Activities of the Antdiaircraft Artillery

The following amount of ammunition was fired: 20 065 rounds by 48 heavy

batteries in the zrea of Vienna and 705 rounds

——— e e ———

by 30 heavy guns in the zrea of Hungary.
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5.) Amepican Attacks on Targets in the Areas of Hamburg, Bremen, and

S

Hannover on 18 June 19LL

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 2321)

The Principal Targets were: Hamburg, city and port areas.

A force of aboubt 1 000 Fortress and Liberator bomber air-
eraft intruding from the air base in Great Britain and escorted by
strong fighter forces into the

. areag of Hamburg, Bremen, and Hannover.

target areas bombed objectives in the

Secondary Tergets were:

Time of attaclk: 09:10 to 11:30 hours.
Bowbing altitudes: 6 000 to 8 000 meters,
Bremen, city area.

Time of attack: 09:05 to 09:15 hours.

Gombing altitudes: 6 000 to & 000 meters.

Hannover - Misburg

Time of attack: 09:20 to 09:36 hours.

Bombing altitudes: Around 6 500 meters.

Wesermuende, city and port areas,

The bombloads were dropped

Brunsbuettel, floodgate installations,

e e

Nordenham, the "Weserflug" aircraft plants,

Schwesing, airfield near Husum.

—— e e o
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Results of the Attack im Berlin

The main effort of the attack was directed against: The centpal secior

of the city, moreover agninst the districts of Kreuzberg,
Horst lessel and Prenzlauer berg, the power plant of Klin-
genberg, the mot.br plants at Genshagen and the "HeinkelM
direraft factories at Oranienburg.

The following amount of explosives was dropped:

9 000 demolition bombs,
10 000 liquid incendiary bombs,
250 000 stick-type incendiary bombs,
Damages: 988 houses destroyed,

3 039 houses damaged,

. L7l Killed, 756 wounded, 28 000 homeless,
A}

Commitment of the I Fighter Corps:

The following aircruft were employed, sometimes in a second mission:

1%L single-engine and twin-engine fighter aircraft of the

let, ZhH, 8th Fighter Divisions and of the Fighter Comman-

der Silesia, 121 of these aireraft achieved contact with

the enemy.

Aativities of the Antiaircraft Artillery

The following amount of ammunition was fired:

70 534 rounds by 411 heavy batteries and

L 200 rourdg by € light batterdes,
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Enery Losses: 25 wreraft definitely shot down;

[ ————

6 aircraft probably shot down,

In addition,

20 aircraft were definitely shot down by antiaircraft

—— e e e e

Artillery.

Total losses:
L5 aireraft definitely shot down,

6 airaraft probably shot down.

Losses of Friendly Forces: 10 aircraft destroyed,
b

4 aircraft missing,

19 aircraft damaged.

Losses of personnel:

. 19 killed, 14 wounded, 4 missing,

Weather Conditions: 7/10 to 9/10 clouds at altitudes from 2 500 to 2 700

then
neters. Undermmxkit,visibility of & to 10 kilometers,

Special Information: On 21 June 1944, brown wrapping paper foils 20Cby

200 mm in eize with attached tinfoil strips were dropped from the bomber

aireraft to jam the German radar equipment,

Effects of the Transfer of American Bomber iircraft to Soviet Russia on

e

the Disposition of the Antiaircraft artillery Forces in the Reich's Terrd -

tory #;

After the transfer of American units to the Basb

LR l.lltlllu".lonﬁlUOICUICU'I'lllll.ll..ll.
Note: # Source: Notes in the diary of the farmer Chief of the Luftwaffe
Operations Staff, Generalmajor Koller.
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on 21 June 194, during which leaflets were dropped announcing air raide

on the Reich's territory to be conducted from the East,the iir Flebt

Command Eeich feared that the industrial area of Upper Silesia, in

particular the hydrogeneiion plants of Blechhammer and Heydébreck

would be subjected to air atlack, For this reason, the Air Fleet Com-

mand Reich immediately ordered the reinforcement of the antiaircraft

: both

defenses atVkhm hydrogenstion plants by 13 batteries of wiich 7 were

equipped with 10 mm guns. These batteries were parts of the home air

defense force.

On 22 June 1944, the Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe issued an or-

der to the effect that the antiaircraft artillery defenses at the hydro

genetion plante of Blechhammer and Heydebreck were to contain 10k heavy
. ) : . t&;. e:.;ployf..ent ff

guns and thet, in addition Vsmoke units was to be planned at these

two objects.

In campliance with the order of the Commander in Chief of the Luftwaffe

the Luftwaffe High Command directed, on 22 June 1944, the additional

reinforcement of the antiaircraft artillery defenses at the hydrogene=

tion plants in Upper Silesia by tbhe moving in of the following forces:

L heavy batteries from the area of Kassel,
5 heavy batteries from the area of Strassburg,
4 heavy batteries fram the area of Soest, and

4 heavy batteries from the area of Prag.

Total : 17 heavy batteries .
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10.) American Attack on Armamert Objectives and Airfields in the Area

of North and Central Germany on 29 June 19L4

(See sketch: home air dsfense, supplement 237!)

Eneny Effort

The air raids conducted by a total strength of approximate-
1y 1 100 American bomber aircraft from the air bass in Great Britain
were directed against armament objectives arnd airfields in the area of
North and Central Cermany. A strong fighter force escorted the Eooder
attacking units into the target arsas. A fighter cover consisting of
about 50 aireraft flew ahead of the bombers. The sscort fighters conduc-
ted 5 low-level strafing attacks ageinst air bases and targets of the

transportation system in North Germany.

. The following objectives were attacked by the bombers:

—_—

Boshlen, hydrogenstion plant, time of attack: from 08:59 to 09:35 hours,

bombing altitudes: 7 000 to 7 500 meters.

Quakenbrusck, airfield, time of attack: 0B:55 hours,

bombing altitude: 4 000 meters.

from
Fallersleben, time 86 attack V09:04 to 09:16 hours,

bombing d@ltitudes: 5 00D to 6 000 msters.

s i R S ) RS St L
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9 locomotives were heavily damaged

by strafing atbacks against trains.

Commitrent of the I Fighter Corps

The following aircraft were amployed:By the 1lst, 7th, amd 8th Fighter

Divisions 109 =ingle-engine and twin-engine fighter aircraft.

75 of these aireraft engaged in combat. The offensive action
of this diviesion failed bacause the commander amubivionetEpnrioy
. and his deputy

of the combat unit of the lst Fighter DivisionVhad been put

out of action.

Activities of the iAntiaireraft Artillery

The following amount of ammumition was fired:

L, 13 rounds by 76 heavy btatteries of the 1lith Antiaireraft Artillery

. Divieion ard
1 116 rounds by 12 heavy batteries of the 2nd Antiaircraft Artillery

Division.

Eneny Losses: 6 aircraft definitely shot down,

— S e

2 aircraft prcbably shot down,

In addition, by antiaircraft artillery:

10 aireraft definitely shot down.

Total losses:

16 aircraft definitely shot down,

2 airecraft probably shot down.

—
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11.) American Attacks on Inst@llations of the (il Industry in the

Balkans in June 1944 *

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 238!)

Enemy LEffort

————

On 2 June :

Arerican bomber units under fighter escort with a tolal
strength of 130 B 17 ard 70 F 51 aircraft coming from the air Base of
Foggla in Italy attacked the railroad center of Debrecen in East Hungary
and subsequently landed at three air fields in the area of Foltava (Fol-
tava, Virgorod, and Piryatin) in Soviet Fussia. This was the first of th
so-called "shuttle bombing" raids of the American alr forcesit,

6

On ﬁé Junes:

————

The Admerican bomber unit consisting of 104 E 1Y and 42 F 31

aireraft which had landed in Soviet Hussia on 2 June attacked the air-

of
field Galatz in Bumania from the air base in Soviet hussia., After the at

tack the aircraft returned to the airbuse in Spviel Bussia ik,

Sesdemsssssbesareranabansnnnassasrateiessen

lotes: # In view of the basic and deciskle importance of theimerican
action against the ofl indusbry in the Balkans for the overall
wap effort and to ziwE provide a survey as complste =g posgible
of the overall air operations in this theater of war, the pre-

sentation of the events in June was based, as an excepiion, on

German and Americdn =sourcss.

#% Sources: The Army Air Forces in World war II, Volume IIT and the
American journal '"Impact', Voluma 8/194L.

¥ Source: The Army dor Foeces in World war 1L, Volume 111,

-
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Comgitment of the GermanVAllied Fighter Forces #,

Lt

and

The follawing aireraft were available:

(Average number of aircraft in operational condition)

In the Area of Vienna:

30 single-engine night fighter aircraft and

In Hungary:

e e e

In Bulgaria:

—————— e e

LR R R )

Note: # Source: Situstion map of the Luftwaffe High Command of 1 July

[ ——

1944

40 twin-engine fighter aircraft of the &th Figh

tor Divicion for the repulsion of the bomking X

raids on Budapest and Komorn.

20 Kungarian fighter aireraft (Me 109) of the

Sector Comeander Hungary at the airfield of

Vescprem for the repulsion of the bombing raids

on Budapest and Debrecen and for operations
Ameriecan

against mafmx sircraft flying to Russia.

12 German fighter aircraft,

25 Bulgarian {ighter aircraft,

37 fighter aircraft of the Sector Commander Buly

garia at ths airfields Busheriste and Carlowo
for the repulsion of the bombing raid on Carlow
and for operations against Ameriecan aircraft
flying to 3wosix Bumarda,

R R R TN ]

.
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Comuitment of German Bomber Forces on 22/23 June 1944 *

(See sketch: home air defense, supplement 2381)

The operatios were conducted as follows:

-

IV Mr Corps with Lth Bomber Wing (pathfinder) from airfield Bialystol,

———— e e

53rd Bomber Vling from airfield Minsk,
55th Homber Wing from alrf¥feld Minsk,

Total force: 200 bomber aircraft- '
Take-of £ 22 June 1944, 21:00 houre. .

————— e

— -

Approach route: Kalinkowichi - Poltava,
8

Time of attack: Polbava on 23 June,from 00:00 to 00:15 hours.

American losses:

47 aireraft destroyed on the ground,
(According to German

aerial photographic 26 aircraft damaged on the ground.
reconnaissance)

German losses: lone

L R R N R R ]

Hote: # Europaeische Sicherbeit (Europsen Security), review of military
science, 1951, number 1., Author: Herhudt von Ehoden, former
Chief of the Military Science Branch of the Luftwaife.

According to the American book:"The Ary Adr Forces in World War IIM M

took place
Volume III, the German bomling attack on Poltava¥on 21/22 Juns 1944.

et
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" Summary
The American air war in the Balkans was a part of the most inter-

esting and most impressive illied alr operations durimg 1944. It manifes=
ted the daring spirit of the American air command and the striking power
of the American alr forces. The truth of these statements is hardly di-
sinished by the fact that the American air forces sustained heavy losses
during their operations against the Yerman oll base in the Balkans in

. .' the month of June. The weak German and allied fighter forces in Austria,
Hungary, in the Balkans, and and at the Cerman easterm front offered the

the of
least contributiah to"ini‘licting"these losses on the American air forces.

of the bombers
The American losses were in ihe first place due to the attempta¥io make
intermediate landings on Soviet territory in order to operite from this
Low-level

area amd to the attempt km of fighter-bombers to conduct xrfimy attacks
sgainst the oll center of Floesti from the air base in Italy.

operations
In the first case,the imerican air command oversaw the danger of xDORERY<
Zararrr of the German bomber forces stationed at the eastern front ¥kki
against the grounded American air forces. In thelatter case, the imeri-
can command did not take into consideration the flawless functioning of
the Cerman aireraft warning and reporting system and the great defensive
pover developed by the lipght antiaircraft artillery stationed in Humania.
The strength of the amtbaircraft artillery defenses in the oil area of

Floesti, including the effective concealment and smoke screening, con-

elderably impaired the American offensive actlon.in any cass.
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No German data are available on British mine-laying operaticns in

June 1GLL.

The British large-scale attacks on targets in the Reich's territory
during June 1944 were of importance only in connection with the fateful
American air offensive against the fuel industry. They caused, broadly
speaking, only the loss of the hydrogenetion plant of “elsenberg which

. additionally incrébed the German fuel crisis.

The effeets of the British losauito attacks had increased since

the British hed succeeded in employing the "Boomerang" tactics Jmoddodao:
might

Iodbdr in theirVoperations sgainst point targets in the area of North-

Weegt Germany. In addition, by increasing the bomb loads of the Kosquito

outeide
bombers the destructive effects on the city areas pux¥de the range of the

@ :

"Boomerang" tactics were improved. The intensified employment of illumi -

nating ecuipment during Mosquito bomber attacks brought sbout a concen-

and thus an
tration of the bomb releases in respect to space and time mmipoommEpiam

improved

zxicoxany ef fect of the attacks only in exceptional cases,

The British night bonber operations zgainst the Reich's territory
in June 1944 had no conregquences of decisive importance for the overzll

warfare .
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The sueccessful employment of this method was dependent on the following
prerequigites:
Phe right recogniticn of the presumable target of the attack. (lhis
prerequisite existed almost ever in respect to targets in the Ruhr

Area and in Berlin). .
approach flight . ,
The Beginning of the pemmkrRfiom of the liosquito aireraft over the

Island of Britain had to be recognized iandcmw early enough, (This

. requirement was met only seldom. Whenever: the intruding losquito air-

for the first time
craft wereYiccated as late as when they were crossing the Channel or

later -
even¥when they were crossing the coast,it was no longer possible for

early enough
anti-Mosquito fighter aircraft tb reach combat altitudeVior the repul-
sion of attacks on objectives in West Germeny).

hn.ok‘ﬂtltnda u-uolllt-v at
300{1 PO a? i o @A e

night or the posgibility of spotting

the enmmy aircraft with search-lights.(Such weather conditions existed

rarely).

Broadly speaking, the method of the illwsinated night Pighter opera-

tion did not insure the successful repulsion of the Mosquito sttacks

against targets in the Reich's territory. In addition, this method

required a comparatively great mumber of night fighter aircraft sui-

table for anti-Mosquito operations, This number of night fighter air-

craft, hoiever, was not available to “ermany.

d.) The Supremacy of Mosquito Aircreft over the Reich's Territory

at Night

The German weakness in the face of the Britieh Mosaiitoc night air war
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a
which resched idx elimex in June 194k invites a consideration of
the air war situation in 1943/44 in respect to the general importance

its
of the eircraft typef De Havilland,amit losquito and ki underesti-
mation by the German air command. The latter did not think it possib-

le in 1943 thet an &reraft of the size and constructional type
play an eminent
of the Mosguito would piggoocfacomemt r8le in the Allied air war
. against Germany,though the data of the performance of this aireraflt
were kncwn to the German air commind, This explains why Gerany did
not draw her conclusions in the field of armament early encugh to

provide for the home aiiflefense an uircraft suitable for operafing

successfully sgainst the losquito aircraft.

. s eerly as in 1943, the multi-purpose aircraft Type Mosquito
demonstrated clearly its technical superiority over the German types
of fighter aircraft.

Employed as reconnaissance aircraft,the losmito provided the
necesgary information off the targets in CGermany thus creating the
most
iooxix important prerequisite for the Allied bombing operations
sgainst objectives ;Ln the Reich's territory,

Enployed as long-range might fighter aireraft, this alreraft
disturbed, to an inereasing extent, the German night fighter opera-

tions.

Enployed as bomber, it produced, at firvset, nuisance effects om

large areas in the Heichls territory, especially on the armament in-
duslrz,
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g.) Successes and Los=ses in June 1944

The average total strength of night fighter wireraft in operational
condition in the sector of the I Fighter Corpe in June 194k amounted

to: 250 twin-engine fighter aircraft and

20 single-engine fighter aircraft.

The total number of might fighter aircraft employed in the sector

of the I Fighter Corpe in June 1944 amounted to:

1 159 single-engine and twin-engine fighter aircraft of

which 134 airecraft were employed in anti-lMosgmito opera-

tions.

Total losses of night fighter aireraft in the sector of the I Figh-

ter Corps in June 1944: 36 aircraft,which is 3 § of the total

effort., 14 of them were lost in anti-

Mosquito operations.

losees of the RAF over the Reich's territory in the sector of the

I Fighter Corps in June 1944:

Logges caused by fighter aireraft: 175 aireraft which is 8,1 % of

the British total effort, 4 of

them were Mostuito aircraft ,which

A5 0,39 % of the total lvsquito ef-

fort awounting to 1015 aireraft.
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2.) British Nuisance ilaids on Berlin during the Periocd from 9/10 to

24/25 June 1944

(8ee sketch: home air defense, supplement 2391)

Enemy Effort

——— e e e

Berlin was attacked at the following dates:

On 9/10 June by about 20 Mosquito bombers during the period fram 01:30

e e e it

to O1l:35 hours.

On 10/11 June by a nmumber of losquito bombers.

————

On 11/12 June by about 50 Mostuito bombers during the period from 01:06

to 01l:L9 hours.

On 16/17 June by about 2) Mosquito bombers during the period from 01:26

- —— e e

to 01256 hours.

On 24/25 June by about 30 Mosguito bombers during the period from 0132l

_—————— —_—

to 01:56 hpurs,

Resulte of the Attacks:

On §/10 June : The main &f fort was directed against the central section

of the city and against Charlottenburg.

The following amount of bowbs was dropped according to

reports: 17 high-explosive bombs,
30 demolition bombs,
100 stick-type incendiary bombs,

2 liguid incendiary boubs.
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gommitment of the I Fighter Corps

The following aircraft were comdtted in night fighter pursuit ope-

—_———

rations and to provide night fghter protection :

To repiilse the attack on Gelsenberg:

By the 2nd, 3rd, and Tth Fighter Divisions: 115 twin-engine fighters

To operate aguinst the bomber stream over

the area of France :

By the 3rd Fighter Division: 68 twin-engine fighters
Total effort: 183 twin-engine fighters

Activities of the Antisireraft Artillem

The following amount of smmwunition was fired to repulze the attack

cn Gelsenberg: 20 678 rounds by 159 hsavy batteries of the 4th, Tth,

and 22nd Antiaireraft Artillery Divisions.

Eneny Losses:

During the abtack on Gelsenberg: 16 aircraft defimitely shot dewn,

3 aircraft probably shot down.

In additiol y antieircraft arti
n addition, by antisircraft artilé

lery 3 aircraft definitely shot
——— down,

During the approach flight over France: & asircraft definitely shot
down

Totzl losses:

27 sireraft definitely shot dowm,

3 aircraft probably shot down.

Losces of Friendly Forces: | siveralt destroyed.

Weather Conditions: Bright to cloudless.

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958







THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958







THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958







THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958







THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958




THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW E012958







THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED TAW EO12958

# S

A great pumber of written orders, supplemnfs, and amendments
ismued by the Luftwaffe High Command zs & necessary result of the

constantly changing overall situation in the home air defense did not

inguring

p of the transfer action but

aily impeir, on principle, the
caused & lot of confusion in the staffs and units of the home air de-

fense which were under a heavy strain.

The unusual conditicns previously mentioned necessarily deter-
mined the method of procedure employed by the transfer staff of the
I Fightuer Corps Headguarters. Initially, a fundamental elarification
of all discrepancies in the transfer orders and in the preparatory
measures for .the case "Mr. G." was effected during conferences with

. the staffs of the Air Fleet Command Reieh and the Luftwaffe High
Command , Sufsequently, an officer responsible for the transfer prepa—
each 1
rations was appointed in £ fighter divisiong, wingf, fighter eroupg,
ard fighter squadron. in officer of the transfer staff remained with
the I Pighter Corps Headquarters to receive the orders, to receive
and forward reports as well as to receive and angwer inguiries rela=-
ting to the case "Or. G.". On the other hand, the chief and two offi=
cers of the transfer staff were constantly moving arownd by aireraft
or by motor vehicle to give immediate assistance to the troops and

to clarify problems encountered by the latter, This activity showed

—
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obtained necessarily became more and more limited, the confidence de-
disgraceful
creased steadily, and finally theVreproaches by the top-level German

com:and appeared as the worst emenmy.

The very statement which remains important ie that the morale of the
air wnite of the home zir defense wes unbroken. Without any midgivings,
the straightforward accomplishment of any mission could be desanded

{ the fighter units. The mission would have been carried out even

whenever for success MEE W
with emthusiasn % only a xikgik minisum prospect BfrmuwExmosorin-

volved, !

L) The D-Day at the I Fighter Corps Headquartees

The first report indicating the possibility of the beginming
of an Allied larding on the Channel coast arrived at the I Fighter
Corps Headquarters on 6 June at 01:00 hours. Hadar stations of the I
Fighter Corps at the Channel coast had, at this tims, intercepted a
great number of small targets which were slowly moving forward in the
western section of the Englieh Channel. This report redched the I Figh-

i
ter Corpe Headguarters so early, since all xmx radar sbation leaders

had been directed to report by wire with top urgency to the corpe

headquarters all intercepted objects

invasion, The number of reports on comcenprations of ships in the

Channel had increased by 04:00 hours to such an extent that the impen-

ding beginning of an invasion was to be expected, At this time the

rd
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comzanding general reported the presumed bLeginning of the inwvasion
to the Alr Fiset Command Reich,
the Luftwaffe High Command,
the Fuehrer Headquarters (General der Flieger Bodenschatz),
Third

the¥ilr Fleet Command (Generzlmajor Flocher).

North
The begimning of the Allied landing inYFrance Wwas cbn-

sidered a2s & certainty by the zmpr corps headquarters by about 06:00
hours, Expecting that the code-word order "r. G, West" (Impedding
Danger West) would be issued soon the coréas hesdquartere established
that bad weather conditions would develop on 6 June and that clouds
forming in sveral layers over the central German mountain range would
Jeopardize the transfer of fighter units from the Reich to France
from noontime on., The corps headquarters reported this fact to the
Hr Fleet Command Beich and suggested at the same time efforts to
obfzin the transfer order for the fighter units from the Luftwaffe
High Command without delay. At the same time, the corps headquarters
warned the fighter units in its sector that the transfer to France
ag early as before

according to the case "r. G." was to be expected xEddicomdiwemnes

xxpiddmxoErrkngy noontine.

The code-word order 'Mr. G. West# (Impending Danger West) was never

ordered by any command staff suerior to the corps headquarters,

(1)

However, the corps headquarters issued this code-word order

on its own responsibility on 6 June, between 10:00 and 11:00 hours,
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5.) The Transfer of Fighter Forces from the Area of the Air Fleet Com-

mand Reich (I Fighter Corps Hesdquarters) to the irea of the Third

Air Fleet Command .,

a.) Day Fighter Units

/

Transfer on D-Day (& June 1944)

(See sketch: home air defense, supplament 244!)

. Staff From

Unit Airfield

To Notes

Airfield

Staff 1st Figh- Lippspringe
ter Wing

lst Grown/lst Lippepringe
Fighter Wing

2nd Group/lst  Stoermede
Fighter Ving

3rd Group/lst = Paderborn
Fighter Ving

Staff 3rd Figh- Salzwedsl
ter --.inf_',

ist Group/3rd . Burg near
Fighter Wing Magdeburg

2nd Group/3rd  Sachau
Fighter Wing

3rd Group/3rd Woerishofen
Fighter Wing

Lth Group/3rd  Salzwedel
Fighter Wing

and 2 July 1944,

Clastres near
St. Quentin

Alencon
lmmenn

Alencon

Clastres Iransier definite,
Airfield of Clastres
not definite.

Evreux

Bvreux
Dreux
Eareilly

Area of Evresux Assault Group,
transfer definite,
exact transfer air-
field unknown.
Retransferred into
the Heich, airfield
of Qettingen, in the
middle of June.

e e N N N R N R R N R R R N R R

lote: * Situation maps of the Luftwaffe High Command of 1 June 1944

—---- ... - - ————
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